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Return of the Natives Restoration Education Project (RON) is a community based habitat restoration group dedicated to “bringing people to nature and nature to people through hands-on participation restoring habitats”.  Along the way RON’s volunteers are introduced to Monterey County’s awesome natural areas, to exciting recreational opportunities, and to the great satisfaction that they have made a significant stewardship difference. 

 Return of the Natives views our work one of the primary ways to open the doors of nature to urbanized populations who otherwise would not leave the confines of their apartments, homes or classrooms.  RON focuses our efforts on involving the marginalized communities of Salinas, Marina and Seaside where “staycations” are the necessary norm and where families do not feel connected to the natural recreational opportunities that attract tourists here from around the world.  Our goal to encourage both locals and visitors to “connect” through service.

Return of the Natives’ top priority is to get people out in nature, to give them the satisfaction that they have made a difference in their community, and to bring diverse peoples together through stewardship events.  Monday through Friday classroom teachers and their students learn about restoring nature when RON staff accompanied by CSU Monterey Bay students visit classrooms, schoolyards and host stewardship field trips in three habitat areas:

RON restores with native plants the degraded dunes of Ft. Ord State Park and the Marina Dunes where hikers, birdwatchers, sunset gazers and recreational bikers experience the wind and wildness of lands once restricted to military target practice. 
RON’s native plants restore old army roads and deeply gullied trails on the new Ft. Ord National Monument.   Mountain bike trails are rerouted for maximum thrills and minimized ecological damage and hiking trails are opened to thousands of urban and suburban residents whose towns and communities surround the former military base of Ft. Ord  which is being transformed into a hike/bike/equestrian haven and a sanctuary for rare and endangered plant and animal species.

In the highly urbanized Creeks of Salinas Parks, RON’s winter planting and year-round creek clean-up events introduce children, youth and families to the restored creeks and parkways in their community.  The results are green arteries throughout the city where walkers, birdwatchers, bikers and joggers have a close-by place to explore. 
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